
Washington State
Department of Transportation    
Roadside and Site Development Unit  

 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/eesc/design/roadside/default.htm#ada 

Americans with Disabities Act (ADA) 
~ It’s All in the Numbers ~ 

 
• Any slope less than 2% (1V:48H) is considered level. 
• Any slope over 2% is considered a ramp. 

• Any ramp over 5% (1V:20H) requires handrails. 

• Any ramp over 5% that is higher than ½” above the adjacent grade 
requires edge protection. 

• The maximum slope for any ramp is 8.3% (1V:12H). 

• The maximum cross slope for a ramp is 2%. 

• The maximum rise of any run shall be 30”. 

• The minimum width of ramps and accessible routes is 4’. 

• The minimum size of landings is 5’ X 5’. 

• Whenever a ramp is wider than 5’ wide, the landing shall be as wide as 
the ramp. 

• Landings shall have a maximum slope of 2% in any direction. 

• Provide landings: 
◊ At the top and bottom of ramps, 
◊ Whenever ramps change direction, 
◊ Provide intermediate ramps where the rise is greater than 30”. 

• Any change of level greater than ½” requires a ramp. 

• Apply a 45 degree bevel to any change of level between ¼” and ½”. 

• The maximum height of pedestrian pushbuttons is 48” (recommended 
range is 30” to 42”. 

• 80” the minimum clearance height on accessible routes (including tree 
branches). 

• Any object with its leading edge between 27” and 79” above the ground 
(floor) may not project more than 4” into the route of travel. 

• Any projection greater than 4” shall extend to the ground (floor). 
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